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Preface

Although Uncle Big Bud is fiction, it is the story of my family
and most is true to the best of my knowledge.

Since I can’t know all the details of my ancestors’ lives, espe-
cially during slavery, I have based the story on my research and
imagined what happened when I didn’t have all the facts.

Some names have been obscured or changed to protect the
privacy of the individuals. Otherwise, I used real names of real
people. Consequently, some characters have the same or similar
names. A list of characters is included for easy reference.

If anyone knows or has researched the people in my story,
please share your knowledge as my goal is truth and accuracy.



The photo on the front cover
is the only picture ever taken
of Henry Esley Williams.



Characters

Alfred D. Gee:

Plantation owner, stepfather of Nevil Gee, married
to Elizabeth (Nevil's mother), after her death
married Nancy Coleman Edmenton, owned slave
Sarah

Ben Williams

Son of Lucinda while she was married to Paul
Williams , brother of Henry, hushand of Minerva

Big Bud See: Henry Esley Williams
Big Henry See: Henry Esley Williams
Bud White Father of Henrietta, husband of Susie

Bud White, Jr.

Son of Bud and Susie White, brother of Henrietta
(also known as Little Bud)

Charlie Webb | Second husband of Molly Kelso

Clyde Dean Ninth child/fourth son of Henry and Henrietta

Dorothy May | Third child/second daughter of Henry and
Henrietta, married Robert Thomas, had three
children—two who died tragically in childhood and
Robert QOdell, divorced Robert and married Buddy
Wallace and had many more children

Eddie See: James Eddie

Evaline Daughter of Lucinda and Paul Williams

Helen Verline

Sixth child/fourth daughter of Henry and Henrietta

Henrietta Wife of Henry, mother of eleven children*

White

Williams

Henry Esley | Son of Lucinda, husband of Ilenrietta, father of

Williams eleven children® (also known as Big Bud, Uncle Big
Bud, and Big Henry)

Henry Fourth child/second son of Henry and Henrietta,

Williams, Jr. named for his father, married Overtra Ann, also

known as Junior and Shag
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JAMES E. WILLIAMS

Herbert Friend of Henry Williams (no relation) from 1944

Williams to 1964, dog trainer, veterinarian, and hunting
guide

James Eddie | Eighth child/third son of Henry and Henrietta (also

known as Eddie)

Jessie Bledsoe

Man who lived with Paul and Lucinda Williams for
a time and was suspected of fathering Lucinda’s son
Ben

Joboy

Slave owned b}' the Gees, husband of Sarah

John Colman

Cousin of Henry

John Finch Second husband of Lucinda, father of Peter

Junior See: Henry Williams, Jr.

Leroy Eleventh child/sixth son of Henry and Henrietta

Little Bud See: Bud White, Jr.

Lorena Sister of Henrietta

Lucinda Legal daughter of Sarah and Joboy, real daughter
of Sarah and Nevil, married to Paul Williams and
had four children (Henry Esley, Evaline, Ben, and
Sarah), later married John Finch and had one son
(Peter), also known as Momma Lu

Lucius Reed | Long-time friend of Henry

Minnie Ola First child and daughter of Henry and Henrietta,

Bell married Joe Henry Edward, divorced, married

Willie Wiley, mother of Marva Jo, also known as
Minnie or Ola

Missus Molly

See: Molly Kelso

Molly Kelso Wife of Waylon, had a long affair with Paul
Williams, later married Charlie Webb

Nevil Gee Plantation owner, son of Alfred D., married 5 times
(Martha, Christiana, Hester May Freeman, Sarah
A, Littleton, and Harriet Choate), father of Edward,
father of Lucinda by Sarah

Odell See: Robert Odell Thomas

Odessa Seventh child/fifth daughter of Henry and Henrietta

Loretta

Ola See: Minnie Ola Bell




Henry Williams, Jr.
Otella

Helen Verline
Odessa Loretta
James Eddie

Clyde Dean

Robert Lee

Leroy



